Julius Caesar  Act III
Reading Guide
Scene 1

1. Who is Artemidorus, and what is he anxious for Caesar to read?

2. What is the job of Trebonius during the assassination?

3. What suit does Metellus Cimber bring to Caesar?  Why does Caesar reject it?
4. What pretense do the senators use to get close to Caesar?

5. Why does Brutus recommend that each one of the conspirators “bathe our hands in Caesar’s blood”?
6. What message does Mark Antony’s servant bring Brutus and the rest?

7. Why does Antony believe his own death would be appropriate here?

8. After Brutus assures Antony no one wants him dead, why does Antony shake the hand of each one?

9. What request does Antony make of Brutus regarding Caesar’s body?
10. What true feelings does Antony express in his soliloquy, ll. 254-275?

11. Why does Antony ask the servant to keep Octavius Caesar out of Rome for the present?

Scene 2
1. For what reason does Brutus announce to the Plebeians that he took part in assassinating Caesar?

2. Had Caesar lived, Brutus tells the people that they would be what?

3. Brutus praises Caesar for what qualities?

4. Brutus says the only ones to be offended were either what or what?

5. How do the people respond to Brutus’ speech?
6. What does Antony mean by “The evil that men do lives after them; the good is oft interred with their

     bones”? (ll. 77-78)
7. Even though Antony says he has not come to praise Caesar, how does he praise him?

8. Why does Antony keep repeating “And Brutus is an honorable man”?

9. How does Antony emotionally appeal to the people?

10. How do the Plebeians respond?  How is this response different from their earlier one to Brutus?

11. Find a line of verbal irony in Antony’s funeral oration.  Why is it ironic?
12. With what document does Antony tease the Plebeians?  What does he say about it?

13. Why does Antony cluster the people around the bleeding wounds of the fallen Caesar?
14. Why was Brutus’ stab wound “the most unkindest cut of all”?  (l. 185)
15. What do the people decide to do to the conspirators?

16. What does Antony mean by “Mischief, thou are afoot, Take thou what course thou wilt”?

17. How does Antony’s behavior contradict the view Brutus has had of him?

18. A servant tells Antony that Brutus and Cassius have done what?

Scene 3

1. How does Cinna the poet suffer at the hands of the Plebeians?

2. What does this collective behavior say about people?

