Julius Caesar Act I
Reading guide

Background

1. How were J. Caesar and Pompey connected politically and personally?

2. How does Caesar win favor with the Roman people?

3. How does Caesar take control of Rome?

4. Why do certain senators make plans to assassinate him?

Scene 1

1. Who are Flavius and Marullus?  With what tone does Flavius speak to the commoners?

2. What literary device controls the Cobbler’s statement:  “…a mender of bad soles”?  How so?

3. Why does the Cobbler say he and the others are in the streets and not at work?

4. With what argument does Marullus admonish them?

5. What concern about Caesar do Flavius and Marullus have?

Scene 2
1. Why does Caesar want Antony to touch Calphurnia during the race?
2. What advice does the soothsayer give Caesar?

3. Why has Cassius been bothered by Brutus’ treatment of him?
4. What is Brutus’ opinion of Caesar?

5. Why does Cassius tell Brutus the story of Caesar in the Tiber?  What bothers Cassius about Caesar?

6. How does Brutus feel about being a subject to a king?
7. What does Caesar mean by saying, “Yond Cassius has a lean and hungry look”?

8. Why does Caesar not trust Cassius?

9. What incident does Casca relate to Brutus and Cassius?
10. What physical trouble did Caesar experience?  

11. What does Cassius mean when he says, “…I see thy honorable mettle may be wrought from what

      It is disposed… If I were Brutus now and he were Cassius, he should not humor me”?

Scene 3
1. What signs does Casca think are ominous? 
2. How does Cassius criticize Casca in ll. 57-59:  You are dull, Casca, and those sparks of life that

     should be in a Roman you do ant, or else you use not.”

3. Cassius compares the inclement night to whom?  Why?

4. What rumor has Casca heard about Caesar?
5. How do both these men say they would escape captivity?

6. What does Cassius mean in lines 104-105 when he says, “Poor man, I know he would not be a wolf

     But that he sees the Romans are but sheep; he were no lion, were not Romans hinds.”

7. What is Cassius’ implication of “the work we have in hand, Most bloody, fiery, and most terrible.”

8. What is happening near Pompey’s porch?
9. What does Cassius ask Cinna to do to influence Brutus?

10. Why do Cassius and Casca want Brutus to be part of their group?
