Julius Caesar  Act II
Reading guide

Scene 1

1. Why does Brutus decide that Caesar must be killed?
2. To what does Brutus compare Caesar if he were to be crowned?  (extended metaphor)

3. What does Brutus mean in lines 18-19 when he says, “Th’ abuse of greatness is when it disjoins



Remorse from power…”?

4. How does the climber of a ladder compare to Caesar’s ambition?  (another extended metaphor)

5. What does the letter advise Brutus to do?

6. What conflict has kept Brutus from sleeping for many nights?  (ll. 63-70)
7. Why does Brutus reject the swearing of an oath of resolution?

8. Why do several of the conspirators want to include Cicero?  Why does Brutus reject that notion?

9. Along with Caesar, who else does Cassius want to murder?  Why?
10. What is Brutus’ opinion of Cassius’ suggestion?

11. How does Decius plan to manipulate Caesar to bring him to the Capitol this day?
12. Who else has been manipulated?  How?

13. What is Brutus’ observation of Lucius?  How does it reflect an authority’s view of commoners?

14. Concerned for her husband’s restlessness, Portia asks what of Brutus?

15. How does she know her husband is not physically ill?

16. How does Caius Ligarius show his loyalty to Brutus?
Scene 2

1. How has Calpurnia foretold Caesar’s downfall?

2. What does Caesar order done to counteract her vision?

3. What unusual signs have frightened Calpurnia?

4. Why does Caesar insist on going out today?

5. What does Caesar mean by ll. 32-33:  “Cowards die many times before their deaths;


The valiant never taste of death but once”?

6. Why have the augurers warned against Caesar’s going out today?

7. Why does Caesar change his mind and decide to stay home?

8. Why does Caesar tell Decius that he will not be coming to the Senate House today?

9. How does Decius interpret Calpernia’s dream?

10. What lie does Decius use to tempt Caesar into coming?
11. Why does Caesar now thing Calpurnia’s fears are foolish?

12. Why is Brutus sad?

Scene 3

What is of concern to Artemidorus?  

Scene 4
1. What does Portia mean in line 8, “I have a man’s mind, but a woman’s might”?

2. Why is Portia agitated?  How do you know Brutus has told her of the plot?
3. Compare Portia’s comment, ll. 39-40, “Ah, me, how weak a thing the heart of woman is” with

     her comment in scene 1, l. 296, “Think you I am no stronger than my sex…?”
