Poetry Analysis Using Song Lyrics and Poems
I. Complete TPCASTT on your song lyrics/poem. Make sure details are included with your explanations to help you analyze the song/poem. Use the TPCASTT Thinking Map to work your way through the song lyrics/poem.
T (title): Ponder the title before reading the SL/poem. 
P (paraphrase): Translate the SL/poem into your own words.
C (connotation): Contemplate (think about) the SL/poem for meaning beyond the literal level                     {figurative language will be included in this section}
A (attitude): Observe both the speaker’s and the poet’s attitude (tone).

S (shift): Note shifts in speakers and attitudes.
T (theme): Examine the title again, this time on an interpretive level.
T (title): Determine what the poet is saying; what message is being conveyed?
II.         How is the theme (message) of Heroism/Helping others/Helping the World being                                                                  conveyed throughout the song/poem?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III.
2 Poetic SOUND devices—with examples from song/poem
A. (word- definition)

1.
specific line from the song/poem
2.
how many times is it used in the song/poem?

B.



1.



2.

IV. 4 figurative language devices

A. (word- definition)

1.
specific line from the song/poem
2.
how many times the device is used in the song/poem
3.
explain the specific example in your own words and how it adds to the reader’s interpretation of the message of the song/poem

B.



1.



2.



3.

C.


1.


2.


3.

D.



1.


2.



3.

V. Imitative Poetry—using your song lyrics/poem, create an imitative poem based on its structure. See other handout for directions and examples.
Imitative Poetry

· Using your song lyrics or poem that you have already chosen that have the theme of Heroism/Helping others/Helping the World, create an imitative poem that “imitates” the same structure. 

· Choose someone who is a hero in your life (it can be you, someone you know, someone from history or literature, or even a profession {fireman, police, etc} )

· You will replace other phrases or words in the original song or poem with new descriptions that describe your hero. Be sure to follow the exact same form including capitalization, spacing, stanza, etc.
EXAMPLE:

	Working Class Hero 
 (Alan Jackson/Don Sampson)
A callused right hand
Holds a shiny gold watch
For thirty years spent on the clock
But you won’t see no tears
from this workin’ class hero
He’s always been hard as a rock

But he knows he’s too old
To really start over
Besides he just wouldn’t know how
I guess he’s just glad
That he’s not alone
But he’s got to wonder what now

’cause there’s no hall of fame for that working class hero
No statute carved out of stone
And his greatest reward is the love of a woman
And his children
So after he’s gone
That old working class hero lives on

	Working Class Teacher

Ode to Ms. Smith

(Ms. Stengler/Ms. Blakely)
A chalk encrusted right hand

Holds a stack of envied Eagle Bucks
For 40 years sitting behind her disheveled desk

But you won’t see no fears

From this workin’ class teacher

She’s always been tough as nails
But she knows she ‘s to valuable 

To really see past

Besides the students wouldn’t know much

I guess she’s just mad

That  the projector won’t work

But she’s got to wonder what now

‘Cause there’s no easy day off for that working class teacher

No  Cy-Falls water tower painted with her name
And her greatest reward is the love of her students And her colleagues

So after she’s gone

That old working class teacher lives on.



