Vignette Writing Project

Ms. Thomas English II

You are to create a miniature novel using vignettes to display your life to the reader by taking a brief look into your past, your present, and your future. The vignettes will describe these elements in verbal snap-shots put onto paper. They don’t have to be 100% true, but they do have to be creative.
Each vignette will capture a short moment in time (approximately 100-300 words each).  Concentrate on details. 

This is not a narrative essay.  There will be neither an introduction nor a conclusion. There will be less telling, more showing.  (For example, don't write:  Mary was nervous.  Try:  Mary had butterflies in her stomach, and her hands were cold and clammy.) 

Try to think of this moment as a dramatic scene in prose form.  Pretend that you are a set designer.  Use words to construct the set.  Create images that appeal to the senses.  Let your characters speak; let them yell; let them whisper. 

The vignette could be autobiographical with elements of fiction.  The narrator could be the center of the action, or the narrator could be an observer. 

Give characters a different style of speech to indicate level of education.  Use contractions (don’t instead of do not) and colloquialisms (local slang) in dialogue.  

In dialogue, you may leave out some "he said, she said."  They usually aren't necessary after the narrator has established a pattern.  If you want to show one character butting in on the words of another, try using a dash ("but--").  If you want to show a character "trailing off," use three or four spaced dots ("trailing off . . ."). 

Include sensory imagery if you want your "picture" to be in color rather than in black and white. 

Make names count.  All characters do not have to have names. 

Remember:  when writing fiction, show, don't tell. 
Avoid stereotypes, melodrama, and clichés. 

Steps to Writing a Successful Vignette

1. Step 1

1. Write at least five topics you could write about for each part of your life: past, present future. 
2. Put a star next to three you would like most to write about.

3. Free write (FREE means no construct, just stream of words) on each of the three topics for 5 minutes.

2. Step 2
1. Make an outline for each “chapter.”

2. Remember, you can use flashbacks, internal dialogue, etc. to make the stories more interesting.

3. Step 3
1. Flesh out the details

1. Fill in the outline with the story line. 

2. Don’t forget important people, places, and things!

4. Step 4
1. Write the title for your chapter

1. Remember, the title may be implicit, suggestive; it may be lifted out of the writing.
5. Step 5
1. Add dialogue to your writing.

1. Experiment with ellipses (…) and dashes (–) for different situations in speaking

6. Step 6
1. Fill in your story line with “the good stuff” –words that appeal to the senses: sight, smell, sound, touch, taste.
1. This doesn’t have to be in every sentence. You don’t want to drown me in it! Just add enough to satisfy my curiosity as a reader.

7. Step 7
1. Read your story aloud to yourself or to a friend. 

1. Do all the sentences make sense?

2. Are there any important details left out that make it hard to understand?

3. Is it interesting? Or does it leave us bored?

For your final draft, your book should have the following:

· Bound edges (NEAT)

· Illustrated cover (with picture) WITH author’s name 

· Titled chapters either typed out or written very neatly. 

Up to 5 points extra credit will be given for creativity shown and effort put forth in producing a neat and unique piece of personal literature.

Description derived from Ms. Floyd’s Engl 102 class:


http://www.rbc.edu/Syllabus/EFloyd/Eng102vignette.html








